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O' I was warmly ſolicited by moſt af the 
Miniſters at t Central Synod, by ſome vf whe 
Gentlemen and Elders and others, ta publiſi abe 

following Sermon, they being of opinion that as the obs | 
vious Deſegn of at mas n recammend Peace, Meeknefs, 
and. Moderation, in our whole Behaviour, it might by 
wbe Bleſſing of God do gout in the Werld ; yet 1 had 
not the leaſt Intention of complying with their. Defire, 
till an Incident happen'd which I judg'd made it ne- 
ceſſary for me to do it, which was this , ſome few Mi- 
niſters it ſeems were diſſatisfied with ſome Expreſſions 
N the Diſcourſe, and in an Interloquitur of the Synod 
deſir d that I might be asd to explain my ſelf upon 
them; J, without infi/ling upon their not having ſpoten 
ro me firſt in a price Wity according lo the Goſpel Rule, 
Mat. xviii. (whinh #ulteed um it bem did, and own'd 
publickly in the Ini&vtog uit that 7 at once  atisfyd him 
fully) deſir d tbem to point uu he Paſſages at which 
they had taken Offen ; uccordingiy they pointed at 
two or three, which 1 read over to them, and ſhow'd 
them that they had miſtaken my Meaning, and at the 
ſame time explain d the Paſſages referr'd to (retaining 
fill the obvious Senſe and Sentiment contained in them) 
to their Satisfaftion, as will plainly appear by the 
Minute of the Interloquitur taken upon that Occaſion, 
and ſubſcrib'd by the Moderator and Glerk of: the Synod, 
Which is is 40 follows, Z3 I 
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at Antrim, Jn 18h, 174. 


* 


JO ME few Brethren who had taken Excep- 
-tiogs.. ar ſorge Expreſſions in Carliſle's 


ify'd the Paſſages which they look'd on- 
As offenſive, and Mr. Carliſle condeſcended to read 


6) 1 nqw deſir'd that he wou'd tisfy them; 
they ſpec 


them, and gave ſuch Explications of them, as 
were fatisfying to hole Brethren and to ini In- 
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1 | Concerning Zeal, perſeruting the Church. 


FN theſe word we have St. Paus aeferipits 
fore his converſion to the chriſtian faith. 


8 4 this plain and. undi { pede aceount Which he 
gives 


here, and in other parallel texts of ſcripture, 
of his own temper and practice whilſt a Irth, is 
no doubt intended to repreſent the evil and wick- 
edneſs of ſuch a behaviour, and to give an eſſectual 


daſh and diſcouragement to blind bigotry and fu- | 
rious Zeal, in all who ſhou'd afterward ms agg; <= coal 


- conſider this account. 


„ the yilich a dach chapters or t 
the Apoſtles we have the hiſtory- at large of his 
dutragious proceedings; how he made bavock of the. 


OW. 


5. arch, emering into every. n and — 


on of his own character and hehaviour be⸗ | 
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women a__ them to priſon : how he breathed 
out ood e 7% fee f. 
tte Lord. And in Ads xxii. 4 1 per ſecuted, ſays 

: he, this may unto the death, Hadi aud delivering 
imo Priſons, both men and women. And in. chap. 

xvi. 10. Many of the ſaints did 7 out up in priſon, 
and when they were put to death I gave my voice a- 
gaiuſt them, and I puniſhed them often in every ſyna- 
gogue, and compelled them to blaſpheme ; and being ex- 
ceedingly mad againſt them, I perſecuted tiem even to 
ftrauge cities. Gal. i. 13. Ye have heard, ſays he, 7 
my. conver ſation in times paſt. in the Jews religi 

hoe ihr beyond meaſure I perſecuted 3e church f 
' Gotl, a waſied a, bing enveelling w#alous of #be tru- 

ditions of my fathers. 

_ HrrazrTo we have ſeen St. Paul acting like an 
officer of the Inquiſition; but when we take a 
view of him aftor his convetſion to the chriſtian 
faith, we ſhall hearhim ſpeak in a ſofter ſtile, He 
tells us 1 Gbr. xv. 9. Jam not worthy 10 he called 
an apoſile, becauſe 1 perſecuted the church of God, 
-He acbuſes bimſelf as guilty of great crimes up- 
on that account, and ranks himfelf among the 
chief of ſinners, 1 Tm. i. 13. Hbo was Wfqre 
4 blaſphemer, and u perſecutor, and injurious ; | but 7 
: obtained mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 
Bor left we ſhou'd imagine (as ſome have 
vainly done) that St. Paul — not accuſe him- 
ſelf for being of a perſecuting ſpirit, but. only be- 
_- cauſe his Zeal was apply'd to a wrong object; 
that perſecution is no fault but when empley'd 
againſt the true religion; and that cruel and in- 
human methods may be made uſe of againſt falſe 
- Gpinions, or a wrong way of worſhip, he has 
ſuſſiciemly explain'd himſelf, 2 Tim, ii. 24. Te 


| 1 the Lord muſt wi ne but be , 
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towards alt men, in meekne/i inflrafting thoſt that . 
oppoſe themſelves, if peradventure God will give them ©- 
repentance 10 the. acknowledgement of the truth. And 
tho” his Zeal was exreeding warm and ſtrong, 
yet the mildneſs of its natute is moſt effectualſy 
demonſtrared by his behaviour to his. country- 
men; he does not pray for power to deſtroy em, 
he calls for no fire from heaven to conſume them, 
but in Rom. ix. 3. He cou'd wiſh that himſelf were 
Anathema from Chriſt for bis brethren, bis kinſmen 
according to the Fleſh. „ 
His example and exhortations run all in the 
ſame ſtrain, breathing the warmeſt Zeal, but tem- 
per'd with meekneſs, humanity, and moderation, 
1 Cor. ix. 22. To the weak I became as weak, that 
J might gain the weak; I am made all things, to 
all men, that by all means, lawful and fir, ro be 
ſure, I might ſave ſome. And in Gal. vi. 1. If @ 
man be overtaken in a fault, je which are ſpiritual 
reflare ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meekneſs ; bear y6 © 
one anothers burdens and ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt. - 
FROM this account of St. Paul's Zeal, ' both. 
before and after his converſion, we may gather the 
natute both of a true and falſe Zeal. And ſince 
Zeal for religion has been the common prexence _ 
for all that quarrel and contention, that hatred © 
and envy, that ſtrife and diviſion, which has al- I 
moſt in every age been the reproach of the chriſtian 
name, I ſhall rake occaſion. from theſes words to 
enquire more particularly into the nature of re- 
ligious Zeal. 0 i 
*  " ZEAL therefore is not a particular grace orm 
virtue by it ſelf, but rather a qualification which 
ſhou'd accompany the exerciſe of every virtue, and i. 
the performancegf.cvery duty. Indeed tis 19 
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Pen Zeil in its geveral notion is nothing elle due 


a ſtrong and ardent affection and concern for or 
againſt any thing that a man values or diſlikes, and 
a lively and vigorous: manner of acting thereupon. 
"Tis in ſome meaſure wrought into the temper 
and conſtitution of every man, and is the natural 
heat and fervor of the mind when *tis very ear- 
neſt in any purſuit. Zeal therefore, 4s all other 
paſſions, is either good or bad according to its 
object, and as tis under the conduct of reaſon ot 
human corruption. Ir has the denomination of a 
religious Zea), only as far as the objects about 
which *tis converſant, are of a religious nature: 
and even a religious Zeal is no farther good and 
commendable, than when tis really on the fide 
of truth and goodneſs 3 when 'tis meaſured by the 
impottance of things; and when 'tis expreſs'd and 
exercisd by lawful and regular methods. Tis 
often ſpoken of in ſcripture in ah evil ſenſe, 'tis 
reckon'd among the works of the fleſh, and of- 
ten rank'd with the worſt « f company, as in G2, 

| v. 20. And in many other places: and yet right 

. | is a duty and a needful ingredient of the chriſ- 

i tian temper, an excellent inſſrument of teligion 
and of promoting the honour and intereſt of Sed 
in the world. Gal. iv. 18. i god to le 
zealouſly affected alway; in a good thing, I ſhall. 
therefore endeavour _ 5 
I. To ſtate the nature of true religious Zeal. 
which is the virtue of a chriſtian 4 and under th 
head conſider its object, its end, and the manner 
in which it expreſſes itſelfl. „ 


IT. Taz nature of falſe and miſgulded Zeal, 
which is the character of private parties and factl- 
© Os. Ee "= ' 268% / 
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Fmsr to. tate the e, > 
which is the virtue g ⁰ .. / / is the © 
great ornament and ge chat 
which principally digg inte- 
rior orders of creatures, eee obe arc 
grounded all hopes of Happinels hereafter, when 
this ſhort and tranſitory life is at an end. Religion 
therefore is juſtly eſteem'd by all wife and conſi- 
derate men as a matter of the utmoſt importance 
to our well-being both now. and for ever; and 
hence it comes to pals that they have always thought 
it fit ro employ their greateſt and warmeſt Zeal 
about it. But here great care muſt be takem-that 
our Zeal be right and good, i. e. that bie 
of it, or what we are zealous for, is rc - 
duty: and what we are zealous againſt iq 85 


falſe, or evil. Zeal for religion muſt be applied to 
theſe objects and to theſe only; it muſt be hearty 
and warm inclination and endeavour to know the 
will of God, and to perform it when known, which 
alone is true religion. A zeal to know the truth, 
and t do our duty. is a zeal for the glory of God 
in theft ſenſe, 72 bt 
 Tag*®bjc& therefore of true chriſtian Zeal is 
an impartial enquiry after truth, or the knowledge 
of the will of God, and the practice of virtue and 
piety; the continued unprejudic'd inquiring after 
the truth ourſelves, and the giving conſtant encou- 
ragement and liberty to others to ſearch. for it after 
the ſame manner: the conforming, our on prac- 
. tice to the unqueſtionable and unalterable rules of 
. * righteouſneſs and piety, and uſing all juſt honorable 
25 chriſtian means with others likewiſe to do the 
e | 


a explain his matter more particularly, let it 
 +&-obBFirvcd tbar zeal for ſearching after and diſco- 
"NS. 3 .*. 0 
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vyering ofattuth can geber poflibly be exceſſive. 
Lu price. , "is above "rubies , the 
Topaz of Mh uit, neither ſhall it 
be valued u pare.” Bay be truth, ſays Solo- 
mon, 4% ee, "infirutton, and underſtanding. 
The like phrale is uſed by our Saviour in his ad- 
vice to: the chuteh of Laodicea, I counſel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fire, that is, to enquire dili- 
gently after the uncorrupred doctrines of the goſpel, 
which will bear the trial of the moſt impartial ex- 
amination; anoint thine eyes with eye-ſalve that 


thou mayeſt fee, that is, lay aſide blind prejudices . 


and corrupt affections, which hinder men trom 
_ dilgerning the truth, and ſearch the (ſcriptures with 

- unbialg'd underſtanding, that in them you may 

Auch the words of eternal life. | 
Tuts Teal therefore for enquiring and ſearching 
after the truth, zeal ro know perfectly the will of 
God, can never poſſibly be faulty in excels, All 
faultineſs upon this head, is always, and only, up- 


on the defective ſide, a want of Zeal, a careicſs- - 


neſs and indiffcrence in men, whether the things 


they profeſs to believe, be true or not. They re- 


ceive things ignorantly and negligently t ad- 
ventures, they take the principles of their religion 
upon truſt, from their parents and tutors, with- 
out being at all ſolicitous to know whether they 
be agreeable to right reaſon and the word of God; 
as eden Was nothing more than the cuſtom 
of the country, or the faſhion of the place they 


live in, or of the people they happen to be bred 
with; as if the right of private judgment, of 
every chriſtian's judging ſor himſelf in matters of 


religion, were not the privilege and duty of every 
chriſtiag man as well as of the clergy z or as if 


any man cou'd be ty'd up, or abſolv'd, by the 


_— 
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received rules or atthoriz'd forms of doctrin of any 2 
church, from his duty and privilege of inquirmg 


ſincerely and impartially into the will of God as 
contained in the holy fcriptures. Hence it comes 
to paſs that tho' the doctrin of Chriit is fo plain- 
ly and clearly expreſs'd in the goſpel, yet what is 
valgarly call'd chriſtian religion, is at different times 
and in different places as different fram it ſelf, as 
light is from darkneſs; God having in great juſtice 
ſuffer'd men to entertain innumerable and incredible 
abſurdi: ies, becauſe they received not the truth, in 
the love thereof, and according to the ſimplicity of 
the goſpel, The firſt therefore and original cauſe 
of all corruptions in feligion is want ot Zeal for 
inquiring after the truth, a ſtupid indifference and 
careleſneis whether what they pretend to believe 
be true or not, an implicit beliering of the forms 
of doctrin received in the church in which they 
happen to be born and bred, without a ſincere and 
impartial inquiry into the truth, and goodneſs of 
them. And tho' men ſhou'd then happen to be 
in the.righr, yet a blind and random Zeal, even 
for the Ih it ſelf, can't be acceptable to God; 
becauſe ti by chance, and not upon reaſonable 
evidence that their Zeal is upon the right fide, 
Every man therefore is bound, before he gives a 
looſe- to his Zeal, to uſe the belt helps in his pow- 
er for diſcovering the truth; and no man ſhou'd 
ſuffer his Zeal to outrun his knowledge, or to 
exceed the evidence he has of the truth or talſhood, 
of the good or evil of things. 9 7 9 

Bur further, if we have never ſo much Zea 
for enquiring after truth, and have never ſo much 
ſucceſs in that inquiry, yet ſtil] even this is no- 
thing without a religious life: and therefore, as 1 
before obſery'd, the * the proper object 
9 2 | of 


[ 12 ] 
of chriſtian Zeal, is not only an impartial enquiry 
into the will. of God, but alſo the fincere practice 
of virtue and righteouſnels, without which all our 
knowledge ſignifies nothing. Tis good, ſays the 
apoſtle, 10 be zealouſly affefted always in a good thing: 
and in his epiſtle to Titus, he declares, that Chriſt 
gave himſelf for us, and redeem'd us to this very end 
that we might be a people zealous of good works. 
If our inquiry» after truth be not directed to prac- 
rice, inſtead of procuring happineſs, *twill con- 
duce to aggravate mens miſery. Tho' Chriſt came 
to enlighten the world by the diſcovery of divine 
truth, yet that was only as a means to make men 
zealous of good works, That muſt be the cen- 
tre where all our inquiries meet; and a true re- 
ligious Zeal is always warmeſt in its endeavours 
to practiſe religious duties when diſcover'd. By 
this therefore we may eaſily diſcern a genuine 
Zeal from a falſe fire, and ſpurious blaze. A man 
warm in his inquiry after, or cefence of, the prin- 
Ciples of religion, and cool in the practice of its 
duties, may be ſet to work by curioſity, pride, or 
vain glory, but can never be animated by a re- 
ligious Zeal. Our bleſſed Lord pronounces him 
bleſſed that hungers and thirfls after righteouſneſs 3 
and, deſcribing his own practice, my meat, lays he, 
zs 10 do the will of bim that ſent me, and to finiſh 
bis work, 

Tais then, I think, is the proper notion of a 
true religious Zeal, with regard to the object a- 
bout which 'tis employ'd; *cis a Zeal for the 
knowledge of truth and practice of righteouſneſs, 
and this Zeal if it be not faulty in other reſpects, 
the degree of it can never be exceſſive. ; 

2d'y, I ROE to conſider the manner in which 

a true religious Zeal expreſſes it ſelf in proſecuti- 
on 


E 13: 3 
on of its object; for be its object never ſo right, 
it may eaſily, if great care be not taken, dege- © - 
nerate into a vitious and unchriſtian Zeal. Wrath 
and fierceneſs, violence and haticd are, ungedly 
practices, whether the object of a man's Zeal be 
good or bad. Paul was not only fiulty for per- 
{ecuting the chriſtians when himſelf was a Jew, 
but he wou'd alſo have been equally faulty, if 
he had perſecuted the Jews when he became a 
chriſtian. The amiable character of the divine 
author of our religion is this, Mat. xii. 18. Be- 
hold, my beloved in whom my ſoul is well pleaſed, 1 
will put my ſpirit upon kim, and he ſhall ſhew gudg- 
ment to the Gentiles ; he ſhall not ſtrive, nor ay, nei- 
ther ſhall any man hear his voice in the ſirects;z, a 
bruiſed reed ſhall he not break, and ſmoaking flax 
ſball he not quench, till he ſend furth judgment unto 
victory. | 

AN when ſome of his own diſciples, beginning 
to depart from this example, wou'd have call'd for 
fire from heaven upon the Samaritans, he rebuked 
'em, ſaying, ye know not what manner of ſpirit ze 

are of. According to this great pattern, St. Paul 
dicets that the ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtriue, 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in 
meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that eppoſe themſelves ; and 
he adviſes all chriſtians to ler their moderation be 
known unto all men; their moderation, i. e. not a 
lukewarmneſs or indifference in religion, bur that 
meekneſs, calmneſs, and equitablenefs of ſpirit, 
which very well agrees with, and indeed ulually 
accompanies the highelt poſſible Zeal for truth and 
virtue. The want of this ſpirit *tis that the apoſtle 
complains of in the Corinthians; whereas there are 
among you envyings and firife and diviſions, are ye 

not carnal and walk as men. Vs -_ 
| No 
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No Zeal therefore for God and his glory, for 
his true church and religion, will juſtifie the do- 
ing of that which is morally evil. Vill ye ſpeak 
wickedly for God, or talk deceitfully for him? we 
don't know what belongs to the honour of God 
and religion, if we think to promote his glory by 
means iſhonorable and offenfive to him, The 
apoſtle pronounces it a damnable fin for any to 
charge this doctrin upon chriſtianity that evil may 
be done for a good end, and to promote the glory 
f God. Nom iii. 8, And yet what is more fre- 
quent than tor men, out of a Zeal for God and 
religion, to overlook the evil and unlawfulne(s of 
the means they uſe for advancing ſo good an end? 
This is that which hath ſanctity'd thoſe refin'd arts 
of wickedneſs made uſe of by the church of Rome 
ro this purpoſe. But the means mult be proportion'd 
to the.cnd, As the end 1s to bring men to the 
practice of true religion, ſo the means made uſe 
of to obtain that end, muſt be ſuch as are agree 
able to the rules of that ſame religion. Sceing 
here fore that mildneſs, meeknels, compaſſion, cha- 
rity, henevolenec, and moderation, are virtues in- 
diſpenſably required by the chriſtian law, it plainly 
follows, that a Zeal ro propagate and promote that 
religion, carried on by anger, uncharitableneſs, ca- 
Jamny, or crueity, cannot be a true Teal for that 
religion, which ſtrictly forbids the practice of theſe 
vices. 

How right therefore ſoever the object of our 
Zeal be, yet if it be faulty and vicious in the man- 
ner in which 'tis exerciſed or expreſſed 'tis not a 
rrue chriſtian Zeal ; the wrath of man will never 
Work the righteouſneſs of God, Ja. i. 20. And he 
further aſſures em that wars and fightings, i e. 
hatred, animoſity, and contention, can PRI 
rom 


E 
from nothing but from their luſts, that is, from 
corrupt paſſions, not from Zeal for true religion. C/) 
And whoſoever takes plcafure in calumniating and 
reproaching his brother, St, Joh tells us 'tis ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous for him to pretend he does it 
out of Zeil rowards God: 1 Fo, iv. 20. Fa man 
fay I live God and bateth bis brother, be is @ har, 
and the truth is not in him. . 

zdly, Tus laſt particular by which a religious 
Leal is diſtinguiſh'd from a human paſſion, and 
by which it becomes truly and properly a chriſtian . 
virtue, is the end or intention towards which cis 
directed. A Zral for inquiring after truth may 
poſſibly be nothing but curicfity ; ard a Zeal for 
doing even what is right may ſometimes proceed 
even from temporal views merely; but thele are 
not the ends of a chriſtian Zeal z its proper ard 
ultimate end and intention, to which it is directed, 
is the glory and honour of God. By the honour 
and glory of God always remembring, that we 
bean not any thing imaginary and enthuſiaſtic, 
which often turns 1eligious Zeal into the worlt 
of vices; but that thereby be conſtantly meant 
the promoting and eftabliſhing of Chriſt's king- 
dom of righteouſneſs here, in truth, peace, and 
love, in order to the Salvation of mens ſouls here- 
after in his eternal kingdom of glory. | 
True chriſtian Zeal then will diſpoſe the foul 
to propoſe to it ſelf as its end the bringing of 
honour to the name of God, by obeying his will, 
by devoting ir ſelf to his ſervice, by attending and 
honouring his inſtitutions, by wiſhing well ro all 
men, by a circumſpect and unblameable converta- 
tion, and by the ſhining light of a good example, 
that may provoke others with a pious emulation 
to glorifie God as we do. Such was the ope- 
| * ration 


| E 
ration of holy David's Zeal, he loved the ſalvati- 
on of God, and therefore was diſpoſed himſelt, 
and was prompting others to ſay, let the Lord be 
magnify d; the end of his Zeal was the honour 
of his Ged. 
Ax thus I have conſider'd the nature of true 
religious Zeal. But as truth is but one and in- 
variable, and error endleſs and infinite, ſo a falſe 
and miſguided Zeal ſhews it (elf in various ſhapes 
and appearances, I ſhall therefore endeavour to 
ſtate the nature of a falſe and miſtaken Zeal, which 
may be cafily done from its oppoſition to that which 
is truly chriſtian. 
AnD iſt. 'tis a Zeal that is miſtaken in its ob- 
ject, that calls good evil, and evil good; a Zeal 
for error and ſuperſtition, for mere forms and ce- 
remonies, a Zeal for ſome imagin'd truth, never 
carefully examin'd whether ir be really ſuch z or 
for the private and diſtinguiſhing opinions of par- 
ricular ſects and parties; or for the very perſo.:s 
of men who happen to be had in admiration, If 
any of thele ſcem to have even a remote relation 
to religion they are too eaſily miſtaken for it, and 
then all that warm Zeal, which ought to be im- 
ploy'd for the ſupport of true religion only, is 
abus'd to maintain theſe. 
Too explain this by inſtances: St. Paul tells us, 
that the Corinthians were zealous, ſome of them for 
Paul, ſome for Apollos, and ſome for Cephas ; and 
this their Zral he tells 'em was not ſpiritual but 
carnal, that is, *twas not for the religion of Chriſt, 
but for parties among men. Again, ſome (he tells 
us) upon the foundation of Chriſt, inſtead of gold, ſil- 
ver, and precious ſtones, built wood, hay, ſlubble, 
materials which cou'd not bear the teſt of the ire; 
the meaning is, they were zealous for opinions of 
3 which 
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which they had never examin'd the truth or im- 
N ods tor doctrines which had no uſeful in- 
fluence upon practice; for forms and ceremonies 
which had no tendency to a virtuous life The 
whole body of the Fewiſh nation in our Saviour's 
days were extreamly zcalous for circumciſion, and 
the law of Moſes, but *twas a Zeal without know- 
ledge, and without careful examination, 'twas a 
Zeal for the ceremonial part of the Jaw more 
than for the moral, for the traditions of the el- 
ders, and for the doctrines, each of their own par- 
ticular ſect and party, more than for the law of 
God, Now this abuſe of Zeal ariſes naturally from 
neglecting the firſt fundamental rule of true Zeal, 
which requires us to make it our firſt care to 
know wherein true religion conſiſts : for when 
men neglect the light which ſhou'd direct 'em, 
they are apt to be led aſide by any wild blaze 
that ſhall offer ir ſelf to their ſight, and are ready 


to meaſure truth and error not ſo much by the 


infallible ſtandard of right reaſon and the word of 
God, as by the opinions and writings of men who 
have been eminent in their way. 
_  2dly, Thx is a falſe and miſguided Zeal, the de- 
oree whereof is manifeſtly difproportion'd to the 
good or evil of the things about which 'tis em- 
ploy'd 3 when there is in men a greater and fiercer 
Zeal about the externals of religion, than for the 
vital and eſſential parts of it; for the*traditions of 
men, than for the commandments of God ; for 
the means of religion, than for the end of it; a 
greater Zeal againſt the omiſſion or refuſal of ſome. 
unſcriptural and ſuperſtitious practice, than againſt 
the practice of the groſſeſt immoralities. 5 
Born truth and duties we know admit of va- 
rious degrees of importance; ſome are abſolutly 
C neceſſary, 
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neceſſary, ſome are uſeſul or expedient, and neceſ- 
ſary only in a lower degiee: wherefore the warmth 
of our Zcal ſhou'd be proportion'd to the value 
aud importance of the things themſelves. All things 
theretore in religion ſhou'd not be purſu'd with an 
equal degree of Zeal z prudence, diſcretion, and a 
found Judgment ſhou'd inteipole to raiſe or lower 
our Zeal, in propottion to the worth of its object. 
But a partial diſproportion'd Zeal dwells on ſmaller 
matters, and ſometimes on trifles, with the ſame 
or greater warmth and violence than on the moſt 
recefſary articles or duties of religion. Different 
forms of church polity, different creeds and con- 
feſſions, and human ſchemes of divine truth, dif- 
ferem rites and uſuages in religious matters, appear, 
at firſt fighr, to be but leſſer matters of the law, 
when compar'd with faith and repentance and a 
pious lite, which are the cſſentials and foul of re- 
ligion z and yet what diviſion and ſchiſm, what 
. clamour and outcry, what abuſive language, to the 
deſtruction of chriſtian charity, nay, what real 
wars and blocdſhed have thcre becn about theſe 
things? 'tis impoſſible that men cou'd contend with 
greater earneſtneſs for the weiglitier matters of the 
law, than for this 13th of mint, aniſe, and cummin. 

No doubt but whatever appears to us, atter a 
ſtrict and impartial enquiry, to be a divine tiuth, 
ought to be detended, proved, and ſupported ; but 
ſurely not with equal warmth and Zeal as the neceſ- 
ſary points of religion. And this difference of the 
value or importance of things ſhould be. meaſured, 
either by the plain declarations of God in his word 
concerning the neceſſity of ſome points of belief 
or practice to ſalvation, or by their obvious ten- 
cency to promote or hinder practical Godlincfs, 
ER” Or 
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or by their plain influence upon the welfare of 
mankind either in this, or the next world. 
zaly, Thar is a falſe and irreligious Zeal which 
is carried on by miſtaken methods, by unlawful 
and unwarrantable means. 
'Fis a known maxim in religion that we muſt 
not do evil that good may come of it. The molt 
ſacred end can never ſanctifie wicked means, and 
therefore whenever any means are made uſe of ro 
obtain the ends of Zeal, which contradict any of 
the plain morals or duties of religion, ſuch methods 
mult be the effects of miſguided Zeal. Be our 
point therefore never lo good, or never ſo weighty, 
yet if we ule any unlawtul arts for the gaining of 
it, that is to ſay, if we do any thing which is in 
it ſelt evil, and appears to be ſo to the common 
ſenſe of mankind, or which the laws of our holy 
religion do forbid z in all ſuch inſtances we are 
tranſgreſſors, and tho” our cauſe be very good and 
ous ends very allowable, yer fince the means by 
which we wou'd accompliſh thoſe ends are un- 
warrantable, the whole affair, tho* proceeding from 
never ſo much Zeal for God, is very bad, This 
therefore I take to he a ſure mark whereby any 
man may try and diſcover the nature of his own, 
or other peoples Zeal. Religion is a ſacred thing, 
and when that, or any thing appertaining to it, is 
the ſubject, men think themſelves authoriz'd, and 
even bound, to defend it in the warmeſt manner 
and ſo their Zzal is apt to outſtrip their judgement 
and degenerate into paſſion. This is frequently the 
caſe in religious diſputes z Zeal is work'd up into 
a vitious paſſion, #nd writings of controverſie are 
Ruff'd with ſcurrility and abuſive language; the 
plain duties of truth and charity, of meeknels and 
torbearance, of jultice and Candor are ſet aſide, and 
C 2 the 
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the eternal and immutable laws of God are broken 
under pretence of promoting his glory. Theſe are 
the effects of a falſe Zeal z but true Zeal, as it al- 
ways ſuppoſes a right information of judgement as 
to the matter of it, ſo likewiſe it ſuppoſes that a 
man ſhall act in honeſt ways, and endeayour to 
attain his end by lawful means. 8 

Athly, THar 1s a falſe Zeal which is wrong in 
its end and intention. Some ſpeculative men warm- 
ly purſue the diſcovery of truth purely for the fake 
of knowledge, and inquire into religious truths, as 
into mathematical problems, for the mere pleaſure 
they take in the diſcovery, Others are zealous 
about religion for worldly ends and intereſts; they 
ſee it expedient for the preſent to ſhew a good de- 
gree of Zeal for ſuch a party, or ſuch a point or 
principle, becauſe they ſee *tis popular ſo to do, 
and the only way to a lively hood, and to ſecure the 
applauſe and good liking of the people. Others 
are zealous with no other view, but that they may 
get the better of the perſon or party they op- 
pole, and promote the intereſt of the party they 
are attach'd to, or to gratifie their pride or paſſion, 
or any perſonal quarrel or picque they may have 
conceived againſt others. But theſe are all baſe and 
low views; to name 'em is cnough to expoſe them; 
and nothing can juſtifie our Zeal unleſs it be ac- 
companied with a fincere view and intention to 
bring honour to the name and kingdom of God 
in the world, by the love of truth and practice of 
virtue; and happineſs to our own ſouls, or the 
ſouls of other men. 


I come now to the improvement or appkcati- 
on of this diſcourſe, And 
2 FiRsr, 
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Finsr, from What has been ſaid concerning the 
nature of religious Zeal, we may caſily learn a 
certain rule for the conduct of our Zeal for other 
peoples ſalvation; and 'tis this, that it proceed from: 
a fincere inclination and hearty endeavour to in- 
ſtruEt the ignorant, to convince gainſaycrs, and v0 
prevail with them to forſake their crrois and vices, 
and to practiſe virtue. and picty. And whatever 


methods are made uſe of, which are either im- 


proper to produce this effect, or inconſiſtent with 
any of the duties enjoyn'd by true religion, muſt 
proceed from a miltaken Zeal, which, tho' it go 
by the name of a religious Zeal, is really a Zeal 
lor a party and not for religion, Reaſon, revela« 
tion, and the common ſenſe of mankind aſſure us, 
that the conſcience cannot be moved or convinc'd 
by any art but the {ſtrength of argument and per- 
ſuaſion ; nor the inclination and affections gain'd 
but by methods of juſtice, righteouſnels, mercy, 
ang mildneſs; and therefore a Zeal to propagate even 
divine truths by any other method cannot be a 
Zeal guided by reaſon and the word of God: for 
reaſon teaches us that force has no power over 
the mind; that it may produce bypocriſie, but 
never true religion. And from the ſeripture we 
learn, chat the ſame St. Paul who while he was 
a Jew perſecuted the chriſtians, after his conver- 
ſion taught his diſciples to convince gainſayers in 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs. 


2dly, Fou what has been ſaid it plainly fol- 


lows, that miniſters of the goſpel, whether they 
are diſcourſing of doctrine or duty, ought to take 
ſpecial care that their Zeal prompt them not to im- 
pole any thing on their hearers, either as a mat- 
ter of faith or practice, but what their Lord and 
maſter has impoſed, Theſe are the limits of the 
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commiſſion which Chriſt gave to the firſt miniſlers 


of the goſpel, Mat. xxviii. and laſt, Go, teach all 


nations whatſoever 1 have commanded you. He has 


not 'given to his miniſters whether ſeparate in their 
ſingle congregations, or united in ſynods or aſſem- 
blies, the leaſt degree of power to appoint one 
new article of faith, nor to enjoyn any new fort 
of devotion or practice, nor to impoſe any form 
or ceremony of worſhip, bur what he himſelf has 
framed and enjoyn'd. And yet, to our univerſal re- 
proach, there is (ſcarce any party of Chriſtians but 
hath been too zealous to impoſe ſome doctrines 
upon the belief of their proſelytes which Chriſt 
has not impoſed, or to require ſome practices w hich 
Chriſt has not required. Tis this aſſuming pow- 
er that has rurned chriſtianity into an hundred 
ſhapes, and every one of them in ſome degree un- 
like the glorious goſpel z 'tis this has brought in 
all the ſuperſtitions and fooleries, the ſplendid va- 
nities, and uſeleſs auſterities of the Greek and Ro- 
man Churches ; and *tis this that has too far cor- 
rupted the purity, and defac'd the beauty of moſt 
of thoſe churches who boaſt of reformation, and 
wear the proteſtant name. Be & 

Now to prevent or cure ſuch a blind Zeal, 


it ought to be remembred, that this impoſing ſpi- 


rit has generally found it neceſſary to ſupport its 
commands with penalties and perſecutions. Hence 
proceed the impriſoninents, the cruelties, the wild 
and bloody fury that has ravag'd the nations of 
chriſtendom, and caſt a ſoul and laſting blot and 
infamy upon the religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, If 
we examine the perſecuting laws and edicts that 
have been framed and executed in great Britain, 
and in foreign nations, in ancient or later times, 
we ſhall ſeldom find chat the plain and explicit 
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doctrines or duties of the goſpel have been guards 
ed by theſe terrors. But *tis the wretched inven- 


tion of men, 'tis the abſolute determination of 


men upon ſome points which Chriſt has not thought 
fit plainly to determine, *tis ſome form of pretend- 
ed orthodoxy which the word of. God haShor 
made neceſſary to our faith, *tis ſome ceremon 
or mode of worſhip which Chriſt and his apoſtles 
never commanded, which have had the honour, 
ſhall I lay, or the infamy rather, to be thus guard- 
ed with bloody ſeverities and puniſhments, Tis 
this corrupt mixture of human opinions, and forms 
of divine ſervice, that has fo diſguiſed the pure re- 
ligion of the goſpel, as to tempt the Deiſt to re- 
nounce it entirely. The pure rchgion of Jeſus has 
divine charms in it, and is, like the author, alto- 
gether lovely; but when 'tis corrupted and de- 
baſed by new myſteries invented to overload the 
Chriſtian faith; when it is encumber'd by new 
rites of worſhip, or impoſed rules or requuments 
of men, which Jeſus Chriſt has not enjoyn'd; when 
men make new articles of faith which are no where 
plainly revealed, new terms of chriſtian or mini- 
ſterial communion no where commanded z when 
they pronounce that to be a ſin which God hath 
no where forbidden, and that to be a duty which. 
God hath not commanded (which I take to be 
the very nature of ſuperſtition) it caſts ſuch a 
vail of deformity over the beauties of the goſpel, 
that 'tis no wonder if the men of reaſon ſtart at 
it, and pronounce againſt it, While this confusd 
maſs and medly of things human and divine is 
held forth, and call'd the religion of Chriſt, the 
men of infidelity are tempted roeltabliſh themſelves 
in their unbelief, and will hardly give. a fair hear- 
ing to the pure doctrin of the goſpel, becauſe they 
— | ave 
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have been ſo much diſguſted with the ſight of 
it in a corrupt and perſtitious dreſs. 8 
Bor then 30dly, i this ſtate of frailty and im- 
perfection dangers attend us on either hand: as we 
— heed that we do not add the fancies of 
to our divine religion, fo we ſhou'd take equal 
care that we do not curtail the appointments of 
Chriſt. With a ſacred vigilance and zeal we ſhou'd 
maintain all the plain, exprels, and neceſſary ar- 
ticles that we find evidently written in the word of 
God, arid ſuffer none-of them to be loſt through 
our default, The world has been fo long impos'd 
upon by 'theſe ſhameful additions of men to the 
goſpel of Chriſt that they ſeem now pretty much 
diſpos'd to bear em no longer: but then their 
Zeal to get rid of theſe things is likely to run them 
into another extream; for while they wou'd ſtrip 
chriſtianity of theſe falſe ornaments, and deliver 
her from theſe diſguiſes, they are apt in their 
haſte to cut her to the quick, and maim her ein 
her vital parts. Great care therefore muſt be ta- 
ken to maintain pure and uncorrupt chriſtianity, 
in its primitive ſimplicity and perfection. But 
ſome may ſay, how is this to be done? Vou ſeem 
to 'confine us to the methods of meekneſs, gentle- 
nels, patience, and found argument; muſt we then 
fir ſtill, and meekly and patiently fee error pre- 
vail, and the truth run down? I anſwer, this I 
think is to be done in the ſame way that wiſe and 
good men carry on their worldly affairs They 
ask God's bleſſing upon them, they uſe a regular 
induſtry and diligence about them, and then leave 
the iſſue to the providence of God. Juſt ſo in 
the defence of truth, and preventing the growth 
of error, we ought to uſe ſuch means (and no 
other) as the word of God and found xcafon di- 
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rect to, and ask his bleſſing upon our endeavours, 
and there reſt, leaving the event to God; for 'tis 


3 
that their Zeal muſt certainly be faulty and miſ- 
guided, who either on the one hand, out of their 
high eſteem for human reaſon, ſpeak. lowly and 
meanly of revelation; or they on the other hand, 


who, out of their high regard for revelation, deſ- 


piſe and diſparage reaſon and natural light, and 
wou'd oppole the one to the other. To imagine 
reaſon and revelation at variance with each other, 
is the like abſurdity as ſuppoſing the eye to ſee 
contrary to what the ear hears, or that God 
ſhou'd make one eule or faculty to contradict a- 
nother. For reaſon and revelation are the two 
great lights which God hath given us, the two 


Pillers upon which the chriſtian religion is built; 


take away either and it falls to the ground. For 
1ſt. reaſon and the light of nature have a moſt 
conſiderable uſe in the miniſtry of the goſpel; 
for tho' the goſpel be revealed from heaven, and 
cou'd never be diſcovered by all the efforts of 
human reaſon, yet 'tis the reaſon of man that 
mult determine whether the evidence of its di- 
vine original be clear and ſtrong ; tis reaſon, or 
the mind of man, that muſt judge whether ſuch 
a doCtrin or ſuch a duty be contained in this goſ- 
pel, or may be juſtly deduced from it; 'tis the 


work of human reaſon to compare one. ſcripture” 


with another, and to find out the true ſenſe of 
any particular text by this means; and 'tis reaſon 
allo which muſt give its ſentence, whether a doc- 
trine, which is pretended to be contained in ſerip- 

ture, 


2 
{os 
he, and not we, that governs the world, and we 
may be ſure he will never thank any man, for 
either ſpeaking or acting wickedly for him, 

4thly, From what has been ſaid we may infer 


F 
[ 26 ] 
ture, bg agrecable go the nature and perfeCtions 
of God and to enen and unchangtable rea- 
ſons and relations r things; for if it be nor, 
then realon may pronounce that this doctrin is not 
fram God, nor can be given us by divine revela- 
rien; heſe therefore and many more admirable 
purpoſes does reaſon and the light of nature ſerve, 
in revelation; ſo that 'tis fo far from being wrong, 
that 'tis the duty of miniſters. at proper ſeaſons 
to preach and explain the principles of natural re- 
ligion, as the bufis and foundation of all religion 
1evealed z to entorce the duties of morality, to 
teach men to govern their appetites and-- paſſions 
by their reaſon, to bind the rules of virtue on the 
conſciences of men by arguments drawn from rea- 
fon and the light of nature. 5 
Yer in general, *tis moſt ſafe and honourable 

for a miniſter of Chriſt to make the goſpel ap- 
pear to be the reigning principle in his diſcourſes, 
and to make his hearers fee how gloriouſſy it has 
improved the religion of nature, We muſt“ not 
therefore forget that we are miniſters of Chriſt, 
imploy'd to publiſh to men what God has re- 
vealed by his prophets and apoſtles and by his 
Son Jeſus, and not heathen philoſophers, to teach 
the pcople merely what the light of nature unaſiſted 
can {earch out. We are teachers in the School of 
Chrilt, and preachers of the New'Teſtament, whoſe 
buſincſꝭ it is to inſiſt more at large on the pe- 

culiar docti ines of chriſtianity for the honour of 
our Saviour, ard the good of ſouls; for this rea- 
fon they are fo largely inſiſted on by the hol 
writers, thoſe noble patterns of our miniſtry. Thoſe 
illuſtrious doctrines are big with a thouſand duties 
both to God and man; all the practices of "rw and 
; i 8 Joe, 
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love, of repentance and univerigfoline, flow from 
them by plain ani eaſie deduclon. * 


the goſpel in a very defectire manner, if we 
gle& either theſe doctrines, or the moral an t- 
vine duties that are deducible from them. 
_ Fthly, Tre deſcription that has been gi 
Zeal ſhews us, how dangerous a thing it is in 
the weak and ignorant ſort of people; and how 
wicked a thing it is in any man to be an inſtru- 
ment ot ſetting ſuch people on to do miſchief. Zeal 
is an. edge-tool which. children in underſtanding 
ſhould not meddte much with, and yet it molt fre- 
quently poſſeſſes the weakeſt minds; and common- 
ly by how much leſs knowing people are, by fo 
much the more zealous they are; whereas 1gno- 
rance 1s no more. fit to be the handinaid of Zeal, 
than it is to be the mother of devotion, Zeal is 
only fir for wiſe men, and even in their hands is 10 
be govern'd and kept in with a ſtrick rein, other- 
wiſ® *twill tranſport them to the doing ot undue an 
irregular things. Moſes, one of the meekeſt and beſt 
of men, and moſt hkely to govern and manage his 
Zeal as he ought, yet was ſo ſurpriz d, upon a ſud- 
den occaſion, that in a fit of Zeal he let ſall the 
two tables of the law which he had but juſt re- 
ceived from God, and daſht them in pieces; a true 
emblem of ungovern'd Zeal, in the tranſport of 
which even good men themſelves are apt to forget 
the laws of God, and to break the obligations of 
natural and moral duties. wo | 
; Grhly, Our Zeal ought always to be temper'd 
with a due mixture of moderation. For 'tis a great 
miſtake to imagine that zeal and moderation are 
oppoſites and ltrangers to each other; for, if we 
confider it aright, what is zeal ? *tis not a ſudden 
impetus or fury, or the mere effect of rage or fren- 
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zy ; but it is a rational affectionate concern for. 
od's honour and ſervice, deliberatly taken up, up- 
on ſolid and well examin'd grounds, and prudently 
carried on, and expreſs'd in a decent and fittin 
| r. And on the other hand, what is modera- 
is not a lukewarm indifference in matters 
religion ; 'tis not a looſeneſs or latitude of opi- 
nion, or a ſneaking complaiſance to error; but tis 
an evenneſs of temper, reſulting from a well pois'd 
judgment and well guided affections, and conſtantly 
adhering to the cauſe of truth and goodneſs, what · 
ever ſide of the queſtion ir finds them upon, but ne- 
ver foregoing that candor and equity, that meek- 
neſs and humanity, which are due even to thoſe that 
are otherwiſe minded. So that theſe two are nor 
only conſiſtent, bur neceſſary to each other; for take 
away moderation, and zeal is the moſt furious, un- 
governable thing in the world; and take away zeal, 
and then moderation degenerates into remiſſneſs and 
ſupineneſs, and leaves the ſoul deſtitute of reſoluti- 
on and vigor. *Tis fit therefore, that both ſhould 
act in conjunction, that neither may mils of its 
de ſited effect, nor want its due praiſe. 

Bur again, becauſe exhortations conceiv'd in ge- 
neral terms are not apt to affect much, give me 
leave, my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, to make 
a more particular application of this doctrin to our 
ſelves, and our own paſt conduct. Tis not to be 
diſſembled that our poor diſſenting church in this 
province has (for the ſpace of twenty years and up- 
wards) been rent and torn in pieces by contention 
and diviſion, by ſtrife and debate, carried on with a 
very warm and lively zeal; the viſible and melan- 
choly effects and conſequences of which are, that 
iniquity abounds, and the love of many is become cold; 
Brotherly love, meekneß, and moderation, theſe 


noble 
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noble chriſtian virtues, parc in a great me- 
fure baniſh'd, and hatred and Mimoſity, evil ſpeaz- 
ing, and unchaxitableneſs, theſe worſt of vices, and 
banes of ſociety, have to our ſhame ſuccecccd in 
their room. This is a lamentation, and ſpcu'd. be 10 
us for a Iamentation. The diviſions of Levi theu'd 
cauſe to every one of us great ſadneſs of heart, and 
inſpire us with fervor in our united prayers to the 
God of peace and concord, that he may heal our 
breaches that are and have been lamentably wide. 

Ir is not my buſineſs at preſent to enter upon the 
Juſtification or condemnation of either party, any, 
farther than the account I have been giving of the 
nature of Zeal true and falſe, does fo ; but I look. 
upon it to be my duty, in the ſtation you have been 
pleas'd to place me, to beſeech and exhort every 
one of my beloved Brethren of the Miniſtry that 
have been concern'd in our unhappy diſpures, to Jay 
his hand every man upon his heart, and without 
pgcjudice or partiality to ask himſelf; What part 
have I acted in theſe diviſions, and what has been 
the nature and quality of my Zeal? Have I carcfully 
and impartially examined into the truth and merit of 
the points that have been in queſtion, and has a ſin- 
cere regard to that derermin'd me to eſpouſe the fide 
I did ? Or has my Zeal been without knowledge, 
and founded upon a wiltul and unexamin'd attach- 
ment to a party, or an opinion? Has the meaſure of 
my Zeal been proportion'd to the value and momeiit 
of the matter it was imploy'd about, or bas it ſpent 
it ſelf with fury and fierceneſs in ſmaller matters? 

Has my view and end in what I have done, and 
am ſtill a doing, been to honour God, and brin 
good to man, by endeavouring lawfully to ſupport 
and propagate, what, upon an impartial inquiry, 1 
take to be the cauſe of truth and virtue; or have I 

+ been 


thing, till you are convinc'd from your own Reaſon 
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been inffoenc'd by a thoughtleſs attachment to 2 
party, or from a perſonal prejudice, or ill will to the 
perſon or party I oppos'd ? 

Have the means that I have employ'd to attain 
my end, been lawful and allow'd by the word of 
God; ſuch as ſound reaſoning, meekneſs, patience, 
and a friendly endeavour to convince and perſuade z 
or have I uſed fierceneſs and fury, wrath and wrangl- 


ing, obloquy and reproach? According, my Brethren, 


as WE Can anſwer to theſe queries before God and 
conſcience, ſo may we take either peace or ſhame to 
ourſelves. 3 4 
Perry me in the next place to addreſs my ſelf in 
x few words to our chriſtian Brethren the Elders and 
People that attend on our miniſtry. My chriſtian 
Brethren, beware of intemperate Zeal for or againſt 


any thing till you have conſider'd it well, and are 


ſure you underſtand the goodneſs or badneſs, the 
truth or fallhood of it. Zeal without knowledge, 
without Knowing well that we are right as to 
the matter, meaſure, and end of it, is a very danger- 
ous* evil, and what the apoſtle Paul ſeverely con- 
demns in his country men the Jews, I bear them re- 
cord, ſays he, that they have a zeal of Cod, but not ac- 
cording to knowledge z A blind and ignorant Zeal is 
commonly ſeen to be moſt fiery and torward. 
Lapovr to know the duties of your own ſtation 
from the word of God, and you can never be too 
zealous in the practice of them; meddle not in 
rhings which you do not underſtand, but * with- 
in your own ſphere. Search the ſcriptures, ſec with 


your own eyes, pin nor your faith, as the Papiſis do, 


upon the ſlieve of your teachers, nor ſuffer your 
ſelves blindly and implicitely to be inſtigated or 
prompted by any man to ſhew your Teal in any 


and 
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and Judgment of the truth or falſhood of the thing 


you are to be zealous about. 


GENERALLY ſpeaking you have not had the ad- -— 2 


vantge of education and learning that your teachers 
have had, nor leifure or opportunities for reading, 
converſation, and improving your minds with know- 
ledge, as they who make, or at leaſt ought to make, 
the holy ſcriptures and things divine the principal 
object of their ſtudy z and therefore you cannot be 
expected to be ſuch competent Judges in matters of 
controverſie; which conſideration ſhou'd make you 
at leaſt very modeſt in thoſe matters, and diffident of 
your own Judgment till you be very well inform'd of 
what can be ſajd on both ſides. Beſides, they ma 
have many little diſputes among themſelves, with 
which you have np immediate concern, 
- ABove all, ſuffer not the party names of ſubſcrip- 
tion and nonſubſcription, new - light or old, to ir flame 
your minds with uncharitablencſs, ill will, or hatred 
againſt the perſon of any man; for theſe are ungog! 
practices, and no conſideration whatever can jutti 
the indulging ot them; they are inconſiſtent with, 
and eat out the very life of true piety, which conſiſſs 
in the love of God, and love, peace, patience, for- 
bearance, and forgiveneſs, towards our Brethren, _ 
I May venture, I think, without offence to any 
man, to ſay of ſubſcription, Which is only an ap- 
pointment of men (and has in a great meaſure been 
the matter of our unhappy debates) what the apoſtle 
Paul ſaid of circumeiſion, which was an ordinance of 
God; Circumciſion, lays he, availeth nothing, aud un- 
circumciſion availeth nothing, but faith which worketh 
by love; or, as he elſewhere expreſſes it, but keeping the 
commandments of God; (o may I fay, ſubicription is 
nothing, and nonlublcription is nothing, but a ho- 
ly and virtuous life; for the. migiſter that wo os 
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berly righteouſly and godly, preaches well, and is 


ſound in the faith, is accepted of God, and juſtly 
eltecmed by all wiſe men, whether he ſubſcribes or 


not; and without theſe good qualities every thing 


elſe ſignifies juſt nothing. 

I the laſt place, and to conclude let us all take 
care that our Zeal be right in its object and end, 
and in the manner and degree in which it expreſſes 
it ſelf, and then there's no danger of it's being ex- 
ceſſive. We can never exceed in our impartial in- 
quiries into the will of God, nor in the practice of 


virtue and righteouſneſs. Fhe more zealous we are 


this way, the better qualify*d'we ſhall be to inſtruct 
and eſtabliſh our hearers inthe moſt important truths _ 
'of the goſpel of Chriſt, to make them underſtand- 
ing chriſtians, and not bigots and uncharitable. The 
'more zealous weare in ordering our own converſation 


aright, the greater efficacy we may expect our in- 


ſtructions, admonitions, and reproofs ſhall have up- 
on thoſe that want them; for theſe chriſtian offices, 
"theſe charitable expreſſions of Zeal, are always beſt 
accepted, and molt regarded, when they come re- 
"commended by a ſuitable example in ourſelves. 
Ovr Zeal therefore being as it ought to be, we 
can never be too ardent in the love of God, and 
of the ſouls of men; never too active and induſtrious 
in his ſervice never too bold and reſolute in a diſ- 
creet defence of his truth, and in vindication of 
his laws; we can never be too ſolicitous in promote 


ing the honour and kingdom of Chriſt among men, 


and ſerving his intereſts; whole Zeal for our eter- 
nal welfare, and for the honor of his Father's laws, 


brought him into this world of fin and forrow, and 
made him become a propitiation for our ſins. 
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